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PES Have bean eicereu io the 
ter, but few can rival Uat of Son. 
Walter Mendale upon reviewing the total faliuce of the 
CIA's persistent efferts ta kill Fidel Castro. “Thank 
God,” he said, “we're just not very good at that sort of 
thing.” 
. Most thoughtful observers seemed to draw the same 
reassuring conclusicn. Even the American Mefia dons 
who had been recruited by the Agency to carry out Cas- 
tro’s execution were secn 2s tuo incompetent to be realy 
evil. The portrait drawn by the Senate Inteligence Com- 
mittee casts them niore mt che iight of characters cut of 
“The Gang That Couldni Sheot Straight,” bumbiing 
after Castro but apparently never getting around to 
Making an attepipt on his htc. 

Such interpretations of these deadly untertakings are 
no doubt cemforting, but they are uniikely to be more 
than exercises in wishfui thinkiny. 'fo begin with, Sen. 
Robert Mergan «(D-N.C} tolls us “the theory what pre- 
vailed in the [Senate intellizence] Commitice was that 
the Mafia never tried to kill Castro, that we were being 
used.” 


ent examination of tie available recerd of une ef the 
key Mafia figures nivelyed ta the plot makes 05 consiaer 
the troubling: pesorbulity that at tease sone of the CIA's 
Mafia asgeciates were wor siog «teh Castro, , 
Such @ combination vw. herdiv have secated lbely 
gy (260 when the CEA set cat oa reorul ie Mafia An Tost 
all the migier underserid famnuies had invested heavily 
in Cuba and Cusiro savas fast moving to seize theiz hold- 
ings. He had even put some of their members in jail. The 
Mafia’s willingness to de the CIA's dirty work would not 


then have required explanation. 
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Santo Trefficante Jr. was perhaps the mest important of 
the three, for it was his men, both in Miami and Havana, 
who were supposed to carry out the murder. 

Trifficants is generally identified as the don of south: 
ern Florida, but he is abo one of the chiefs in the Mafia’s 
locse national confeteration. Once the . ey decided 
toturnto the mob, it was hable Chat 7 
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sistance weuft he sought. Alone amone the principal 
dons, he had byved in Cute. ffs had built a farce arvamaa 
tion there and sui had a noraber of aisoviates in Cus- 
tro’s Havana. -Merevover, his professional experience 


made him ideally suited fur assassination work. 
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He hid fearned the business from bis futhes, Santa 
Trafficente Se, whos cones from Sicily in Jot to Tania, 
Where he built anc ren ns crime family for the aext 50 
yeurs. In Wot, a yetir efter sooypang a sheacun attempt 
ei his Hie, Sento dasce vended bcs father, : 
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In the first Sew vears of his rule, Tampa was plapucad 
“with gangland murdes:. Ji: wes himself a leadines sus- 
pect ip the 1957 barbersnon eaccutiun of Albert Anasta- 
'Sta, the old chief of Murder tueorporated, Accotn panied 


> The committee did not pursue this, but an independ- 


IAN'S ass | 


age! + aX IN g pre 4 ON ianme ancien eed 
Approved For saa ant ca ca ct sel Cas & § 


e 
C4 STIO, FiA ef. 
C1A 4.6; ASSASS IU ATION 


OR ag Est 


According to reports oft “Tr SEE CANT E S ani Pe aie 
tions Commitee, Anas! . 
moveinon‘fraffieantes Gy Aroy Mreekenk: Ege, 
The following month, S$ Eger 
Mafia national conventic j 
“later, his eminence was t- hy aS oh, Crayste N 


_ ance at the La Stella Re: 


los Marcello, Carlo Gam . tes C2 : i 
country’s leading dons. (erg L ; 


tle was, in short, one ¢ 

Unhed States and, significantly, the aon uiuse WR pee we 
fected by Castro's revolution. Net only were his fam 
bling casinos seized but he had been jatied in Cuba. One 

_ Would assume that sucha nian might have eouitniplated 
taking on Castro independently. At that tine, m 2990, 4 
Castro's grip on Cuba was by no mess secure. Orce 
Trafficante accepted his CLA commission, Castro's days 
should have been numbered. 


A Question of Loyalties: 


PEN UK INITIAL PLOY called for poisening Castro in 
3. his faverite Havana restaurant, where one of Traf- 
ficante’s mien worked. ‘The CIA's Techaivs! Sereces Divi 
Sich supplied deadly botulinurn toxin which Hebert Ma- 
c vito was Coordinatias the mob's efforts for the Cra, 
div an oxde associated wich Tra fficante at the Fon- 
aineblou Hotel in Miamf Beach. Frene there Traffi- 
3uie's Courier wes lo deliver the poison pills to the man 
ja the Thavana restaucant. 
AlLof ubts towk place in Mareh aad April of 726%, fot 


hetore the Bay of Pigs. Accounts vary as to whe the plaa 
failed. One version is that the authorization to adminis- 
ter the poison aever came through: ancther, that Castra 
stopped going to the restaurant. 

" The most intriguing theory was proposed by the CIA's 
deputy inspector general. Scott Breckenridge, to a Sen- 
ate staff member. Breckenridge. who tad been respansi- 
ble ior investigating the CIA Mafia plat, raitained that 
Trarficante had been providing Castro with details of 
tne plot all atone. 

But why would Santo Traffieante, af all people, do 
this? One pessibl+ explanatien is progesed ina July 21, 
J961, repert on Trafficante by the Feleral bureau of 
“Narcoues: “There are uncentirmed runers tn tie Cuban 
refuvee population in Miami that, when Fidel Castro ran 
Ihe American racketeers aut of Cuba and seized the catie 
hes, he kept Santo Trafficante Jr. in jail to make it an- 
peor that he had a persanal dishke for Traffieante, whe: 
in fact Traffieante ts an agent of Castro. Treifeante is ale 
legedIly Castro's outlet for iMegal contraband ino the 

country.” 
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five New York hotel inte toe aught before tre killings. 


